
Andrews Terrace, Llanhilleth, known locally as “The Royal Oak” after the name of the 

public house in the centre of the block. 

 

The following notes were gratefully received from Sian Jennings, Great-great-great-

granddaughter of Edward Andrews, who built Andrews Terrace.  

“I've been looking through my papers on the Royal Oak and the Andrews family. As I 

mentioned, Andrews Terrace was built in 1843 by Edward Andrews (Daily Mirror 

article, Jun 23, 1998).  

Edward Andrews (1767-1857) came to Llanhilleth in about 1826 having sold his 

lands in Blaina to his relative David Phillips (who lived in Llanhilleth House) and 

having bought Swffryd Fach farm and lower Hafod Arthen farm, also from David 

Phillips.  

The land upon which the Royal Oak and the houses were built was originally part of 

Swffryd Fach farm. Edward's will provides as follows:  

" And I do further hereby direct that those various pieces or plots of ground now 

constituting a part of the aforesaid Freehold Estate called Soverith-fach lying 

between the old Tram Road, commonly called the Upper Tramroad which leads from 

Blaencuffin Colliery, and the river Ebbw and divided by the great Tramroad that turns 

from Newport to Nantyglo, extending downwards in the direction of Crumlin as far as 

Mr Kendall's property, and extending upwards in the direction of Llanhilleth Union 

Foundry as far as the upper end of a Row of houses, occupied severally by William 

Williams, William Shorter, Sarah Morgan, & Amelia or Amy Andrews, comprising 

about three acres of ground more or less Be immediately after my decease 

Separated from the aforesaid Freehold Estate called Soverith-fach, And I do hereby 

give the same various pieces or plots of ground so separated with all the houses and 

gardens and appurtenances thereon.......To my son Joshua Andrews to have and to 

hold the same for his own sole use and benefit..."  

Joshua died in 1895, leaving three dwelling houses, a shop, the Royal Oak Inn, the 

cottages underneath the Royal Oak, the land at the back extending to the Great 

Western Railway, a further two dwelling houses and the land between the GWR and 

the River Ebbw to his son William Andrews. He also left six cottages to his son 

Thomas and a further six to his son Edward.  

Knowing the family connection, I followed the saga of 'Sir Dai's' purchase with 

interest, and later (about 2004) I had some correspondence with a distant cousin, 

Rev. Henry Lewis Davies, sadly no longer with us, who remembered being taken by 

his aunt Georgina (grand-daughter of Joshua) to collect rents at Andrews Terrace 

sometime in the mid-1930s”. 

Sian also commented that William’s son, Henry became an hotelier in London and 

his daughter, Sarah, was a Nursing Officer in Shanghai and a Japanese prisoner of 

war. 

Sian would be delighted to hear from anyone with links to the Andrews family. 

 

  


